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HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS                              

OVERVIEW 

 

WHAT 

A Tropical cyclone, is a rotating,                  
low-pressure weather system that 
has organized thunderstorms but no 
fronts (a boundary separating two air 
masses of different densities).  

Tropical cyclones with maximum  
sustained surface winds of less than 
39 miles per hour (mph) are called 
tropical depressions. Those with  
maximum sustained winds of 39 mph 
or higher are called tropical storms.  

When a storm's maximum sustained 
winds reach 74 mph, it is called a      
hurricane. 

WHEN 

“Hurricane Season" begins on June 
1 and ends on November 30, alt-
hough hurricanes can, and have, 
occurred outside of this time frame. 
NOAA's National Hurricane Center 
predicts and tracks these massive 
storm  systems, which occur, on 
average, 12 times a year in the At-
lantic basin. 

WHERE 

Hurricanes originate in the Atlantic 
basin, which includes the Atlantic 
Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of 
Mexico, the eastern North Pacific 
Ocean, and, less frequently, the 
central North Pacific Ocean. 

IMPACT 

The heavy winds of hurricanes can 
cause damage or destroy homes, 
buildings, and roads, as well as cause 
power, water, and gas outages. These 
effects can injure or kill people,                 
disrupt transportation, and pollute 
drinking water.  

Hurricanes cause deaths and injuries 
primarily from drowning, wind, and 
wind-borne debris. The impact from 
hurricanes can extend from the coast 
to several hundred miles inland.  

KNOW YOUR RISK 
 

 

H urricanes are massive storm systems that form over ocean water and often move toward land. 

Threats from hurricanes include high winds, heavy rainfall, storm surge, coastal and inland flooding, 

rip currents, and tornadoes.  



KNOW YOUR RISK 

 

Frequency of Hurricanes and Tropical Storms: 1851 - 2012 

This map depicts all classified hurricanes and tropical storms which made landfall within the 50 states. Atlantic data from 1851 

- 2012. Pacific data from 1949 - 2012. 
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PROTECTING YOURSELF BEFORE A                        
HURRICANE EVENT 
 

P rotecting yourself today means having sources for information, prepar-
ing your home or workplace, developing an emergency communications 
plan, and  knowing what to do during a hurricane event. Taking                

action today can reduce damage during an actual event. 

The following section highlights various preparedness initiatives and actives 
that you and your family can practice now to prepare for a future hurricane 
event. 
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GENERAL GUIDELINES 

The guidelines listed below are basic ways for you to start preparing yourself and your family now, before an event occurs.                  

Preparing saves lives in the future. 

BE INFORMED 

  

Stay “weather aware”. Know the difference between a watch and a warning and what to do in each                 

situation. 

 

Sign up to receive local emergency alerts and register your work and personal contact information with any 

work sponsored alert system. You can signup to receive emergency alerts on the City of Shawnee website at 

www.shawneeok.org.  

 Be aware of your environment and any possible dangers. 

MAKE A PLAN 

 Make a plan with your family, and ensure everyone knows what they would do in a hurricane event. 

 Understand the plans for individuals with disabilities or other access and functional needs 
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KNOW THE TERMS 

Know the terms used to describe changing hurricane conditions and what actions to take. These terms can be used to                             

determine the timeline and severity of an approaching storm.  

 

TROPICAL STORM / HURRICANE ADVISORY - The National Weather Service issues a tropical storm 

or hurricane advisory when it expects conditions to cause significant inconveniences that may be hazardous. 

If caution is used, these situations should not be life-threatening.  

 

 

 

 

 

TROPICAL STORM / HURRICANE WATCH - The National Weather Service issues a tropical storm or 

hurricane watch when a tropical storm or hurricane is possible within 48 hours. Tune in to NOAA Weather 

Radio All Hazards, local radio, TV, or other news sources for more information. Monitor alerts, check your 

emergency supplies, and gather any items you may need if you lose power.  

 

 

TROPICAL STORM / HURRICANE WARNING - The National Weather Service issues a tropical storm 

or hurricane warning when it expects a tropical storm or hurricane within 36 hours. During a Warning,                  

complete your storm preparations, and immediately leave the threatened area if directed to do so by local 

officials.   
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 BEFORE AN EVENT: PLAN AND PREPARE 

Follow the tips below to reduce your risk before an event occurs. Keep yourself and your family safe. Preparing for an event now 
will better help you respond to an event when it occurs. 
 

The following guidelines are intended for use prior to a hurricane: 

GENERAL 

 
Know your area’s risk of hurricanes. 

 

Sign up for your community’s warning system. The Emergency Alert System (EAS) and National Oceanic and Atmos-

pheric Administration (NOAA) Weather Radio also provide emergency alerts. 

 
If you are at risk for flash flooding, watch for warning signs such as heavy rain. 

 

Practice going to a safe shelter for high winds, such as a FEMA safe room or ICC 500 storm shelter. The next best 

protection is a small, interior, windowless room in a sturdy building on the lowest level that is not subject to                    

flooding. 

 
Based on your location and community plans, make sure your own plans for evacuation or sheltering are in place. 

 
Become familiar with your evacuation zone, the evacuation route, and shelter locations. 

 

Gather needed supplies for at least three days. Keep in mind each person’s specific needs, including medication. 

Don’t forget the needs of pets. 

 
Keep important documents in a safe place or create password-protected digital copies. 

 

Protect your property. Declutter drains and gutters. Install check valves in plumbing to prevent backups. Consider 

hurricane shutters. Review insurance policies. 

WHEN A HURRICANE IS 36 HOURS FROM ARRIVING  

 
Turn on your TV or radio in order to get the latest weather updates and emergency instructions. 

 

Plan how to communicate with family members if you lose power. For example, you can call, text, email or use social 

media. Remember that during disasters, sending text messages is usually reliable and faster than making phone calls 

because phone lines are often overloaded. 
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  WHEN A HURRICANE IS 36 HOURS FROM ARRIVING (continued) 

 

Restock your emergency preparedness kit. Include food and water sufficient for at least three days, medications, a 

flashlight, batteries, cash, and first aid supplies. 

 

Review your evacuation zone, evacuation route and shelter locations. Plan with your family. You may have to leave 

quickly so plan ahead. 

 

Keep your car in good working condition, and keep the gas tank full; stock your vehicle with emergency supplies and 

a change of clothes. 

WHEN A HURRICANE IS 18 - 36 HOURS FROM ARRIVING  

 
Bookmark your city or county website for quick access to storm updates and emergency instructions. 

 

Bring loose, lightweight objects inside that could become projectiles in high winds (e.g., patio furniture, garbage 

cans); anchor objects that would be unsafe to bring inside (e.g., propane tanks); and trim or remove trees close 

enough to fall on the building. 

 

Cover all of your home’s windows. Permanent storm shutters offer the best protection for windows. A second option 

is to board up windows with 5/8” exterior grade or marine plywood, cut to fit and ready to install. 

WHEN A HURRICANE IS 6 - 18 HOURS FROM ARRIVING  

 

Turn on your TV/radio, or check your city/county website every 30 minutes in order to get the latest weather up-

dates and emergency instructions. 

 
Charge your cell phone now so you will have a full battery in case you lose power. 

WHEN A HURRICANE IS 6 HOURS FROM ARRIVING  

 

If you’re not in an area that is recommended for evacuation, plan to stay at home or where you are and let friends 

and family know where you are. 

 
Close storm shutters, and stay away from windows. Flying glass from broken windows could injure you. 

 

Turn your refrigerator or freezer to the coldest setting and open only when necessary. If you lose power, food will 

last longer. Keep a thermometer in the refrigerator to be able to check the food temperature when the power is 

restored. 

 

Turn on your TV/radio, or check your city/county website every 30 minutes in order to get the latest weather       

updates and emergency instructions. 
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Each year, more than 3 million people gain the skills they need to prepare for and respond to emergencies through American Red 
Cross training classes, including first aid, automated external defibrillator (AED), and cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training. 
Visit www.redcross.org/take-a-class to find out about classes in your area. Download the American Red Cross First Aid App at 
www.redcross.org/mobile-apps/first-aid-app.  
 
The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program expands the emergency response network by providing training in 
basic response skills to community members. CERT Basic Training educates people about disaster preparedness for hazards that 
may affect their area and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, 
and disaster medical operations. Visit www.fema.gov/ community-emergency-response-teams to find a local program. 

SAFETY SKILLS 

Practice first aid skills and emergency response actions through training classes. In most circumstances, when someone is hurt, a 
person on the scene provides the first assistance, before professional help arrives. Learn and practice response skills now so you will 
know what to do.  
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DEVELOP A FAMILY                                                             
COMMUNICATIONS PLAN 

 Creating your Family Emergency Communication Plan 

starts with one simple question: “What if?”  

“What if something happens and I’m not with my family?” 

“Will I be able to reach them?” “How will I know they are 

safe?” “How can I let them know I’m OK?” During a                 

disaster, you will need to send and receive information 

from your family.  

Communication networks, such as mobile phones and 

computers, could be unreliable during disasters, and elec-

tricity could be disrupted. Planning in advance will help 

ensure that all the members of your household—including 

children and people with disabilities and others with           

access and functional needs, as well as outside                              

caregivers—know how to reach each other and where to 

meet up in an emergency. To learn more about creating a 

Family Communications Plan, obtain a copy of the City of                    

Shawnee / Pottawatomie County Department of                        

Emergency Management’s guidebook-Creating a Family                          

Communications Plan. 

PURCHASE A NOAA WEATHER                  

RADIO 

NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide                  

network of radio stations broadcasting continuous weather 

information directly from the nearest National Weather Service 

office. NWR broadcasts official Weather Service warnings, 

watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week.  

SIGN UP FOR LOCAL ALERTS 

Public safety officials use timely and reliable systems to 

alert you and your family in the event of natural or                    

man-made disasters.  

There is a multitude of wireless emergency alert apps for 

your phone, with most being free.  

You can learn more about emergency alerts by                          

downloading the City of Shawnee / Pottawatomie County                                  

Department of Emergency Management’s guide to                     

Understanding Emergency Alerts located under the                

hazards tab on the City of Shawnee - Emergency                        

Management website. 
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WATER - Ensure you have at least 1 gallon of water per person per day for at least 3 days. (Store a longer than 3

- day supply of water, if possible). An average person needs to drink about 3/4 of a gallon of fluid daily. Individual 

needs vary depending on age, gender, health, level of activity, food choices, and climate. You may also need 

stored water for food preparation. 

 

FOOD - Store at least a 3-day supply of non-perishable food for members of your household, including pets. 

Consider special dietary needs (e.g., infant formula). Include a non - electric can opener for canned food. 

 

FLASHLIGHT, RADIO, and CELL PHONE CHARGER - You will need to be able to charge these items                

without electricity. Your flashlight and radio should be either hand-cranked or battery-powered, and stored with 

extra batteries. Your cell phone charger should be hand-crank, solar, or able to be charged from a car outlet. 

 

MEDICAL - Include first aid kit, prescription and non-prescription/over-the-counter medications, and medical 

supplies. 

 

SANITATION - Pack supplies for sanitation, such as hand sanitizer, towelettes, paper products, diapers, and 

plastic bags, for use when water resources are limited. 

 

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY - Include battery backup power for power - dependent mobility devices, oxygen, 

and other assistive technology needs. 

 

EXTRA CLOTHING, BLANKETS, and SLEEPING BAGS - Dress in layers to keep warm if you lose power. 

Ensure you have enough clothing, hats, mittens, and blankets or sleeping bags for everyone in the house. 

 

WOOD - Store a supply of dry, seasoned wood if you have a working fireplace or wood -burning stove with a 

safe flue or vent. 

ASSEMBLING AN EMERGENCY SUPPLIES KIT 

You may be without power and air conditioning / heat for several days. 

Have a family discussion; think through what three days without                  

power, water, or air conditioning would feel like. Gather the basic                 

supplies your family would need if grocery stores and other services are 

unavailable; if power, water, and gas is interrupted; or if you                   

cannot leave your home. Be sure to review your emergency supplies 

every fall. Basic emergency supplies should include the following, most 

of which you probably already have in your home.  

 

NOTE* It is important to consider the unique needs of your family,     
including access and functional needs, and the needs of children and 
pets. You may need to include: extra water; special food, such as infant 
formula or pet food; and supplies or equipment, such as diapers, glasses, 
or  medical equipment. The following are items to store in your                    
Emergency Supplies Kit 
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HURRICANE HAZARDS 

Hurricanes pose a number risks. Knowing what those risks are is the first step towards preparing for an event.  

 

  
HEAVY RAIN - Excessive amounts of rainfall is greater than 100 mm in 24 hours. which in turn causes flooding. 

 

STRAIGHT - LINE WINDS - Damaging winds are often called “straight-line” winds to differentiate the damage they 

cause from tornado damage. Strong thunderstorm winds can come from a number of different processes. Most 

thunderstorm winds that cause damage at the ground are a result of outflow generated by a thunderstorm 

downdraft. Damaging winds are classified as those exceeding 50-60 mph.  

 

FLASH FLOODS - Flash floods are the most dangerous kind of floods, because they combine the destructive power 

of a flood with incredible speed and unpredictability. Flash floods occur when excessive water fills normally dry 

creeks or river beds along with currently flowing creeks and rivers, causing rapid rises of water in a short amount 

of time. They can happen with little or no warning. 

 

STORM SURGE - Storm surge refers to abnormally high water levels generated by severe storms such as                      

hurricanes, cyclones, and nor'easters. A surge forms when strong winds over the ocean combine with low                 

pressure to drive water onshore. Storm surges can produce sea levels much higher than normal high tide,           

resulting in extreme coastal and inland flooding. Sometimes called "storm tides," storm surges can cause            

tremendous damage; if they coincide with high tide, they can raise water levels by 20 feet or more above mean 

sea level. As a result of global sea level rise, storm surges that occur today are eight inches higher than they 

would have been in 1900. By 2100, storm surges will happen on top of an additional 8 inches to 6.6 feet of global 

sea level rise 

 

 

TORNADO - A tornado is a narrow, violently rotating column of air that extends from the base of a thunderstorm 

to the ground. Because wind is invisible, it is hard to see a tornado unless it forms a condensation funnel made up 

of water droplets, dust and debris.  
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KNOW YOUR EVACUATION ROUTES; PLAN YOUR TRANSPORTATION AND A PLACE TO STAY 

The safest way to survive a hurricane and it’s associated hazards, such as flooding, is to evacuate the area if advised to leave. To 

ensure that you will be able to act quickly should the need arise, you need to plan ahead. 

Know the local community’s evacuation plan that you are in and identify several escape routes for your location if roads are 

blocked; include plans to evacuate people with disabilities and others with access and functional needs, pets, service animals, 

etc.  

If you will evacuate by car, keep your car fueled and in good condition. Keep emergency supplies and a change of clothes in your 

car. 

If you will need to share transportation, make arrangements now. If you will need to use public transportation, including para-

transit, contact your local government emergency management agency to ask how an evacuation will work, how you will get 

current information during an evacuation, the location of staging areas, and other information.  

If you need to relocate for an extended period of time, identify a place away from home now where you could go if you had to 

leave. Consider family or friends who live outside of the local area.  

If you expect to go to a shelter after evacuating, download the American Red Cross Shelter Finder app. This app displays open 

American Red Cross shelters and provides the capacity and current population of each shelter. Visit www.redcross.org/                

mobile-apps/shelter-finder-app. You can also text SHELTER + your ZIP code to 43362 (4FEMA) to find the nearest shelter in your 

area. 

If you have pets and plan to go to a shelter, call to inquire whether the shelter can accommodate your pets. Shelters will accept 

service animals. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCIENCE BEHIND HURRICANES 

Hurricanes are the most violent storms on Earth. People call these storms by other names, such as typhoons or cyclones,              

depending on where they occur. The scientific term for all these storms is tropical cyclone. Only tropical cyclones that form 

over the Atlantic Ocean or eastern Pacific Ocean are called "hurricanes." 

Whatever they are called, tropical cyclones all form the same way. 

Tropical cyclones are like giant engines that use warm, moist air as fuel. That is why they form only over warm ocean waters 

near the equator. The warm, moist air over the ocean rises upward from near the surface. Because this air moves up and away 

from the surface, there is less air left near the surface. Another way to say the same thing is that the warm air rises, causing an 

area of lower air pressure below. 

Air from surrounding areas with higher air pressure pushes in to the low pressure area. Then that "new" air becomes warm and 

moist and rises, too. As the warm air continues to rise, the surrounding air swirls in to take its place. As the warmed, moist air 

rises and cools off, the water in the air forms clouds. The whole system of clouds and wind spins and grows, fed by the ocean's 

heat and water evaporating from the surface. 

Storms that form north of the equator spin counterclockwise. Storms south of the equator spin clockwise. This difference is             

because of Earth's rotation on its axis. 

As the storm system rotates faster and faster, an eye forms in the center. It is very calm and clear in the eye, with very low air 

pressure. Higher pressure air from above flows down into the eye. 
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The small red arrows show warm, moist air rising from the ocean's surface, and forming clouds in bands around the eye. The 

blue arrows show how cool, dry air sinks in the eye and between the bands of clouds. The large red arrows show the rotation 

of the rising bands of clouds. 

When the winds in the rotating storm reach 39 mph, the storm is called a "tropical storm." And when the wind speeds reach 

74 mph, the storm is officially a "tropical cyclone," or hurricane. 

Tropical cyclones usually weaken when they hit land, because they are no longer being "fed" by the energy from the warm 

ocean waters. However, they often move far inland, dumping many inches of rain and causing lots of wind damage before 

they die out completely. 

STORM SURGE 

Storm surge is the abnormal rise in seawater level during a storm, measured as the height of the water above the normal  

predicted astronomical tide. The surge is caused primarily by a storm’s winds pushing water onshore. The amplitude of the 

storm surge at any given location depends on the orientation of the coast line with the storm track; the intensity, size, and 

speed of the storm; and the local bathymetry. 

The term "bathymetry" originally referred to the ocean's depth relative to sea level, although it has come to mean “submarine 

topography,” or the depths and shapes of underwater terrain. 

In the same way that topographic maps represent the three-dimensional features (or relief) of overland terrain, bathymetric 

maps illustrate the land that lies underwater. Variations in sea-floor relief may be depicted by color and contour lines called 

depth contours or isobaths. 

GUIDE TO HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS | 14                     



1 | PROTECT YOURSELF BEFORE AN EVENT 

Bathymetry is the foundation of the science of hydrography, which measures the physical features of a water 

body. Hydrography includes not only bathymetry, but also the shape and features of the shoreline; the characteristics of 

tides, currents, and waves; and the physical and chemical properties of the water itself. 

Storm tide is the total observed seawater level during a storm, resulting from the combination of storm surge and the                      

astronomical tide. Astronomical tides are caused by the gravitational pull of the sun and the moon and have their greatest 

effects on seawater level during new and full moons—when the sun, the moon, and the Earth are in alignment. As a result, 

the highest storm tides are often observed during storms that coincide with a new or full moon. 

This example illustrates water level differences for storm surge, storm tide, and a normal (predicted) high tide as compared 

to sea level. Storm surge is the rise in seawater level caused solely by a storm. Storm tide is the total observed seawater 

level during a storm, which is the combination of storm surge and normal high tide. 
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THE SAFFIR - SIMPSON HURRICANE WIND SCALE 

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale is a 1 to 5 rating based on a hurricane's sustained wind speed. This scale estimates potential 
property damage. Hurricanes reaching Category 3 and higher are considered major hurricanes because of their potential for                       
significant loss of life and damage. Category 1 and 2 storms are still dangerous, however, and require preventative measures. In the 
western North Pacific, the term "super typhoon" is used for tropical cyclones with sustained winds exceeding 150 mph. 

THE SAFFIR - SIMPSON HURRICANE WIND SCALE 

CATEGORY SUSTAINED              

WINDS 

TYPES OF DAMAGE DUE TO HURRICANE WINDS STORM SURGE 

(FEET) 

1 (MINIMAL) 

74-95 mph 

64-82 kt 

119-153 km/h 

Very dangerous winds will produce some damage: Well-constructed 

frame homes could have damage to roof, shingles, vinyl siding and 

gutters. Large branches of trees will snap and shallowly rooted trees 

may be toppled. Extensive damage to power lines and poles likely 

will result in power outages that could last a few to several days. 

4 - 5 

2 (MODERATE) 

96-110 mph 

83-95 kt 

154-177 km/h 

Extremely dangerous winds will cause extensive damage:              

Well-constructed frame homes could sustain major roof and siding 

damage. Many shallowly rooted trees will be snapped or uprooted 

and block numerous roads. Near-total power loss is expected with 

outages that could last from several days to weeks. 

6 - 8 

3 (EXTENSIVE) 

111-129 mph 

96-112 kt 

178-208 km/h 

Devastating damage will occur: Well-built framed homes may incur 

major damage or removal of roof decking and gable ends. Many 

trees will be snapped or uprooted, blocking numerous roads.                

Electricity and water will be unavailable for several days to weeks 

after the storm passes. 

9 - 12 

4 (EXTREME) 

130-156 mph 

113-136 kt 

209-251 km/h 

Catastrophic damage will occur: Well-built framed homes can            

sustain severe damage with loss of most of the roof structure and/or 

some exterior walls. Most trees will be snapped or uprooted and 

power poles downed. Fallen trees and power poles will isolate                

residential areas. Power outages will last weeks to possibly months. 

Most of the area will be uninhabitable for weeks or months. 

13 - 18 

5 (CATASTROPHIC) 

157 mph or higher 

137 kt or higher 

252 km/h or higher 

Catastrophic damage will occur: A high percentage of framed homes 

will be destroyed, with total roof failure and wall collapse. Fallen 

trees and power poles will isolate residential areas. Power outages 

will last for weeks to possibly months. Most of the area will be             

uninhabitable for weeks or months. 

19 + 
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HISTORICAL RECORDS / TRENDS AND STATISTICAL DATA 

This map shows the tracks of all known North Atlantic and Eastern North Pacific major hurricanes, covering the period from 
1851 - 2013 in the North Atlantic and from 1949 - 2013 in the Eastern North Pacific. A major hurricane is a category 3 or higher 
on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale, and has maximum stained - surface winds (a 1 - minute average at 33 feet                    
elevation) of at least 111 miles per hour. The solid yellow portions of the tracks represent tropical cyclones when they were at 
major hurricane status. The solid red portions of the tracks represent tropical cyclones when they were at less than category 3 
strength. The dashed red portions of the tracks represent non-tropical cyclone stages, such as tropical wave, remnant low, or 
extratropical low. 

Observational records of tropical storm and hurricanes are essential in order to discern how climatic changes have influenced 
tropical storms and hurricanes, and to build predictive understanding of the influence of climate on hurricanes.  
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PROTECTING YOURSELF DURING A                             
HURRICANE EVENT 
 

T he following section highlights actions and initiatives that you and your 
family can take during a hurricane event. 

P
R

O
T

EC
TI

N
G

 Y
O

U
R

SE
LF

 D
U

R
IN

G
 

A
 H

U
R

R
IC

A
N

E 
EV

EN
T

 

 2

19 | GUIDE TO HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS  



2 | PROTECT YOURSELF DURING AN EVENT 

 
EVACUATE UNDER THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS 

 
If you are directed by local authorities to do so. Be sure to follow their instructions. 

 

If you are staying in a mobile home or temporary structure - such shelters are particularly hazardous during hurricanes, 
no matter how well - fastened to the ground. 

 
If you are staying in a high-rise building—hurricane winds are stronger at higher elevations. 

 
If you are staying on the coast, on a floodplain, near a river, or on an inland waterway. 

 
If you feel you are in danger. 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO EVACUATE AND DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO A SAFE ROOM, FOLLOW THESE 

GUIDELINES 

 
Stay indoors during the hurricane and away from windows and glass doors. 

 
Close all interior doors—secure and brace external doors. 

 

Keep curtains and blinds closed. Do not be fooled if there is a lull; it could be the eye of the storm - winds will pick up 
again. 

 
Take refuge in a small interior room, closet, or hallway on the lowest level. 

 

 

Lie on the floor under a table or another sturdy object. 

DURING AN EVENT: SURVIVE 

Knowing what to do during a hurricane is can save your life. Whether you are requested to evacuate or shelter in - place, knowing 
the right steps to take is crucial. 

Follow these guidelines during a hurricane event: 
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PROTECTING YOURSELF AFTER A                                    
HURRICANE EVENT 
 

T he following section highlights steps and measures to take after a                       
hurricane event. 
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AFTER AN EVENT: RECOVER 

Recovering from a disaster is usually a gradual process. Safety is a primary issue, as are mental and physical well-being. 
If assistance is available, knowing how to access it makes the process faster and less stressful. This section offers some 
general advice on steps to take after disaster strikes in order to begin getting your home, your community and your life 
back to normal. 

 
The following guidelines may help you recover from a hurricane event: 

 
Keep monitoring radio, TV (local or cable), NOAA Weather Radio and/or the Internet. 

 
Roads may be closed for your protection. 

 
If you come upon a barricade or a flooded road, turn around and go another way. 

 
Avoid weakened bridges and washed out roads. Do not drive into flooded areas. 

 
Stay on firm ground. Moving water only six inches deep can sweep you off your feet. 

 
Standing water may be electrically charged from underground or downed power lines. 

 
Check gas, water, electrical lines and appliances for damage. 

 
Do not drink or prepare food with tap water until you are certain it is not contaminated. 

 
Avoid using candles and other open flames indoors. Use a flashlight to inspect for damage. 

 
Use the telephone to report life-threatening emergencies only. 

 

 

Wait until an area is declared safe before entering. 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

ADDITIONAL PREPAREDNESS INFORMATION SOURCES 

The City of Shawnee / Pottawatomie County Department of Emergency Management offers additional preparedness sources that 
can be applied to hurricane safety that are found outside of this guidebook.  

 

Follow the links below for additional preparedness guidebooks: 
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ASSEMBLING AN EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT: For an in-depth guide into assembling an emergency supply 

kit, download the link here:  

  

DEVELOPING A FAMILY EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS PLAN: For an in-depth guide into                     

developing an family emergency communications plan, download the link here:  

 EMERGENCY ALERTS: For an in-depth guide into emergency alerts, download the link here:  

 

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND / OR ACCESS FUNCTIONAL NEEDS OR SENIORS: For an                  

in-depth guide Into individuals with disabilities and / or access functional needs, download the link here: or for                  

seniors, download the link here: 

 PETS: For an in-depth guide  Into pets, download the link here: 

 
WATER / FOOD SAFETY AND STORAGE: For an in-depth guide  Into water safety and storage, download the 

link here: or for food safety and storage, download the link here: 



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

ADDITIONAL PREPAREDNESS INFORMATION SOURCES 

The City of Shawnee / Pottawatomie County Department of Emergency Management offers additional preparedness sources that 
can be applied to winter weather safety that are found outside of this guidebook.  

 

Follow the links below for additional preparedness guidebooks: 

 

  
WHEN TO CALL 9 - 1 - 1: For an in-depth guide into when to call 9 - 1 - 1, download the link here:  

  

POWER OUTAGES / UTILITY DISRUPTIONS: For an in-depth guide power outages and utility disruptions, 

download the link here:  

 
HOME / STRUCTURE FIRE SAFETY: For an in-depth guide into home and structure fire safety, download the 

link here:  

 VEHICLE: For an in-depth guide into vehicle safety, download the link here:  

 

 

BUSINESSES: For an in-depth guide into planning for businesses, download the link here: 

 ! 

$$ 

GUIDE TO HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS | 24                     



SOURCES 

 

SOURCES 

www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1409933369110-5d82e4e75ba272f6cefd656ff190c422/prepareathon_playbook_hurricane_final_090414_508.pdf 

oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/hurricane.html 

www.noaa.gov/news/america-prepares-for-hurricane-season 

www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1494007144395-b0e215ae1ba6ac1b556f084e190e5862/FEMA_2017_Hurricane_HTP_FINAL.pdf 

www.ncdc.noaa.gov/wct/mediarss/index.php 

spaceplace.nasa.gov/hurricanes/en/ 

www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutsshws.php? 

www.ready.gov/hurricanes 

www.weather.gov/key/wilma 

www.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/diaspora_toolkit.html 

oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/stormsurge-stormtide.html 

twitter.com/nhc_surge 

www.nnva.gov/2301/Storm-Surge 

www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/videos/169846 

oceantoday.noaa.gov/every-full-moon/full-moon-tsunami.html 

www.gfdl.noaa.gov/historical-atlantic-hurricane-and-tropical-storm-records/ 

www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/tropical-cyclones/201513 

www.wfm.noaa.gov/workplace/HurricanePrepGuide.pdf 

oceantoday.noaa.gov/hurricanestormsurge/welcome.html 

www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1510690297358-1e6c4874b251c3022ac4b57b0369e2da/Hurricane_Ready_Business_Toolkit_Interactive_Final_508.pdf 

www.noaa.gov/media-release/above-normal-atlantic-hurricane-season-is-most-likely-year 

health.hawaii.gov/prepare/current-issues-and-advisories/hurricane-season/ 

25 | GUIDE TO HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS  



 

PUBLISHED BY THE CITY OF SHAWNEE / POTTAWATOMIE COUNTY                 

DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

 

16 West 9th Street / P.O. Box 1448 

Shawnee, OK 74802 - 1448 

Telephone (405) 878 - 1650 

Emergencies (24 Hours) (405) 273 - 5272 

Facsimile (405) 878 - 1648 

www.shawneeok.org 

 

Donald D. Lynch, M.P.A., C.E.M., M.E.P., O.C.E.M., Director 

Matthew R. Miller, B.S., O.C.E.M., Deputy Director 

Justin Beaver, C.O.M.T.,  Communications Systems Manager 

BASIC PREPAREDNESS GUIDEBOOK: 

HURRICANES  

GUIDE TO HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS | 26                     


